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From the Desk of the Executive Director (Patricia Anderson):
· National Education Stakeholders Meeting

On Friday, November 6, I had the opportunity to attend a meeting of National Education 
Organizations with the Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan and the Secretary of Agriculture, 
Tom Vilsack at the USDA in Washington, DC.  The meeting was well attended by many 
organizations 
including NASBE, NSBA, ASCD, AFT, NEA, ASHA, SNA, NASSP, AASA, and 
others.  With a focus on the Child Nutrition Reauthorization, Secretaries Vilsack and Duncan 
asked the groups represented to discuss the state of school nutrition and present best 
practices and suggestions for legislative priorities at the federal level.  At my suggestion, 
they agreed to establish an ongoing conversation with the groups gathered, as well as the 
three key agencies—the Departments of Education, Agriculture, and HHS.  An interagency 
federal “Wellness Council,” if you will!  As I prepare to follow up on this meeting, the key ask 
was for specific examples of model programs that are working—getting healthier foods and 
behaviors into schools around the country.  The Administration is looking for
recommendations—as Kevin Jennings of the Office of Safe and Drug Free Schools said, “You 
don’t have to sell us anymore.  We’re on your side, we need concrete solutions.”  Please 
forward to me by e-mail at panderson@aahperd.org or call me at 703-390-4597 to discuss 
the programs in your state that you consider to be examples of “best practices” in school 
health, particularly those with a collaborative approach no later than November 30.

· Challenges to Health and Physical Education

Working with SOPHE on the upcoming Advocacy Summit, the question was raised about the 
state of health and physical education in the United States.  Please forward to me any key 
challenges that you face in your state—for example, if there is pending legislation or talk of 
decreasing or removing health or physical education requirements, especially those tied to 
graduation requirements.  You may send me this information by email
at 
panderson@aahperd.org or call me at 703-390-4597 no later than December 15.


Healthy People 2020:

The proposed objectives for Healthy People 2020 are available online for public review and 
comment.  Healthy People provides science-based, 10 year national objectives for 
promoting health and preventing disease.  Healthy People 2020 will reflect assessments of 
major risks to health and wellness, changing public health priorities, and emerging issues 
related to our nation’s health preparedness and prevention.  The proposed objectives were 
developed by topic area workgroups led by various agencies within the federal government.  
Comments will be accepted in writing via a public comment Web site at 
www.healthypeople.gov/hp2020  or by emailing HP2020@hhs.gov. 

Comments will be accepted through December 31, 2009.
Call for Nominations!  The Simon A. McNeely Honor Award:
It’s that time of year when we ask you to take a few moments to consider nominating a fellow Society member who you believe demonstrates outstanding leadership in the field of school health and physical education.  As many of you know, The Simon A. McNeely Honor Award is the Society’s highest award and is dedicated to the name and memory of our long time Executive Director and friend, Simon A. McNeely.  The Honor Award will be presented at the Society’s 84th annual meeting on March 14, 2010 in Indianapolis, IN.  To view the qualifications of candidates and to download the nomination form, please visit the Society website at http://wg.thesociety.org/home/meetings/2010-annual-meeting.

All nomination forms must be submitted to Attn:  Honors Committee, C/O Helen Leonard via email at hleonard@aahperd.org or fax at 703-476-0988.  The deadline for nominations is December 18, 2009.
The Society’s 84th Annual Meeting - Leading Change:  It’s Our Time! 

March 13-15, 2010 in Indianapolis, IN.  

Participant registration will be available in early December.  Registration fees are as follows:
Regular and Associate Members:  $250

Retired and Emeritus Members:  $175

We will notify the membership when online registration becomes available.
Society Committees – If you have an interest in taking on a leadership role in the Society, we want to encourage you to run for Chair-Elect of one of the Society’s five standing committees:  
· Advocacy, Policy & Legislation

· Communication & Marketing

· Finance

· Membership

· Professional Development

You may contact the Chair or Chair-Elect of the committee that you are interested in to find out more information about the position of Chair-Elect.  Please visit the Society website at http://wg.thesociety.org/home/about-us/standing-committees2 to see the current committee Chairs and Chair-Elects.

CSH Capacity Building Assistance (CBA) Initiative Gearing Up (by Jackie Sowers, Project Director for Coordinated School Health):

The CSH Collaborative, comprised of the Directors of Health Promotion and Education (DHPE), the National Association of Chronic Disease Directors (NACDD), and the Society, is in the start-up phase of their new CBA project.  We are working with three states:  Ohio, Washington, and West Virginia.  The goal is to strengthen collaborations between Departments of Education and Health to promote Coordinated School Health.  The work of the Collaborative is guided by an advisory committee made up of representatives from the three organizations.  Society members serving on the Membership Advisory Committee include Robinette Bacon (NV), David Gardner (NC), Julane Hill (NE), Mary Marks (CA), and Marissa Rathbone (TX).  For more information about this effort, contact Jackie Sowers, Project Director for CSH, at 603-926-0744 or jsowers@aahperd.org.
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Friends of School Health Update (submitted by Martha Harris, 
Society Chair of the Advocacy, Policy and Legislative Committee):        
The Society’s Advocacy, Policy and Legislative (AP&L) 
Committee recently facilitated two meetings of the Friends
of School Health (FOSH).  In July, AP&L Chair, Martha Harris,
facilitated an in-person meeting with member organizations at
the American Psychological Association (APA).  A conference call followed to refine a mission statement for FOSH.  Much of the July meeting focused on the Preventive Health provisions of the pending health care reform legislation.  As advocacy organizations concerned about school health, the Society and the other member organizations of FOSH, have been writing letters and discussing ways to strengthen the preventative health provisions to ensure that schools are prominently mentioned as providers of community health services and health education resources.  The October FOSH conference call reinforced the need for each organization to contact key members of Congress to ensure that this message is heard.  Richard Hamburg of the Trust for America’s Health predicted that up to $20 billion will be available over time to fund the community wellness/disease prevention activities.  The Trust for America’s Health is maintaining a list of organizations that have written to President Obama and Congress to convey their support for including schools in the preventive health provisions of the legislation.  Letters that have already been submitted, can be viewed on the Trust’s website at www.healthyamericans.org.
Welcome New Society Members!  
A warm welcome for two of our new Associate members, Stephanie Witt, Project Coordinator at ETR Associates and Kay Reed, Executive Director of the Dibble Institute.  We are glad to have you with us!
Save the Date: 
March 13-15, 2010:  Society of State Directors of Health, Physical Education and Recreation (SSDHPER) 84th Annual Meeting, Indianapolis, IN. 
(Stay tuned for updates as they are posted at www.thesociety.org).
Pre-Meeting Events for Saturday, March 13:  
· HIV Workshop:  Kickball, Cursive, and Condoms:  Making a Case for Sexuality Education Across the Lifespan (9am – 3pm)
· CSH Workshop:  Making the Connection II (3pm - 5pm)

· Exhibits Set-Up (12pm – 6pm)
· Welcome Social (7pm – 9pm)
*March 16-20, 2010:  American Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance (AAHPERD) National Convention & Expo, Indianapolis, IN.(www.aahperd.org
Best Wishes for a Health and Happy Thanksgiving Holiday!
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